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Activist Sheehan Arrested in House Gallery
GOP congressman says his wife was also ordered to leave

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- Peace activist Cindy Sheehan was arrested Tuesday in the 
House gallery after refusing to cover up a T-shirt bearing an anti-war slogan before 
President Bush’s State of the Union address.

According to a blog post on Michael Moore’s Web site attributed to Sheehan, the T-shirt 
said, “2,245 Dead. How many more?” -- a reference to the number of U.S. troops killed 
in Iraq.

“She was asked to cover it up. She did not,” said Sgt. Kimberly Schneider, U.S. Capitol 
Police spokeswoman.

House rules bar demonstrations in the galleries.

On Wednesday, U.S. Rep. Bill Young, R-Florida, spoke on the House fl oor saying his wife, 
Beverly, had been “ordered to leave” the gallery during the speech for wearing a shirt 
that said, “Support Our Troops.”

Young, an 18-term congressman, held up his wife’s shirt during his remarks, speaking 
with anger and emotion about her treatment.

“She has a real passion for our troops, and she shows it in many, many ways,” Young 
said.

“And most members in this House know that, but because she had on a shirt, that 
someone didn’t like, that said, ‘Support Our Troops,’ she was kicked out of this gallery 
while the president was speaking and encouraging Americans to support our troops. 
Shame. Shame.”

Sheehan held 4 hours
Sheehan was arrested around 8:30 p.m. ET Tuesday on charges of unlawful conduct, a 
misdemeanor that carries a maximum penalty of a year in jail, Capitol Police said.
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She was handcuffed and held in the Capitol building until she was driven to the 
Capitol Police headquarters for booking. According to her blog, she was released about 
four hours after her arrest.

Sheehan, who became a vocal war opponent after her son was killed in Iraq, was an 
invited guest of Rep. Lynn Woolsey, D-California. Woolsey has called for a withdrawal of 
troops in Iraq and supports legislation for the creation of a Department of Peace.

Sheehan gained national attention in August when she and hundreds of other 
protesters camped outside Bush’s ranch in Crawford, Texas, and demanded an 
audience with the president.

She also recently penned a book, “Not One More Mother’s Child.”

In April 2004, Sheehan and other relatives of troops killed in Iraq met with Bush during 
a visit to Fort Lewis, Washington, shortly after the death of her son, Army Spc. Casey 
Sheehan, 24.

Sheehan later said that the president wouldn’t look at pictures of her son and “didn’t 
even know Casey’s name.”

The Vacaville, California, resident has said she’d like to meet with Bush again to discuss 
her opposition to the war.

The president has declined another meeting and has taken issue with Sheehan’s calls 
for a withdrawal of troops from Iraq.

“She expressed her opinion; I disagree with it,” Bush said in August. “I think immediate 
withdrawal from Iraq would be a mistake.”

CNN.com’s Eliott C. McLaughlin contributed to this report. 
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 Teen Sues Over Confederate Flag Prom Dress

By The Associated Press 
12.21.04 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — A teenager is suing her eastern 
Kentucky school district for barring her from the prom 
for wearing a red dress styled as a Confederate fl ag.

School offi cials called Jacqueline Duty’s homemade 
dress too controversial and kept her out of Russell High 
School’s May 1 prom.

Duty’s federal lawsuit claims the Russell Independent 
Board of Education violated her First Amendment right 
to free speech and her right to celebrate her heritage. 
She also is suing for defamation, false imprisonment 
and assault.

“Her only dance for her senior prom was on the 
sidewalk to a song playing on the radio,” said her 
lawyer, Earl-Ray Neal.

At a news conference in front of the federal courthouse in Lexington yesterday, Duty 
acknowledged that some might fi nd the Confederate fl ag offensive.

“Everyone has their own opinion. But that’s not mine. I’m proud of where I came 
from and my background,” said the 19-year-old who is now attending Shawnee State 
University in Ohio.

She also showed the sequined prom dress.

“I wanted to show part of my Southern heritage,” she said, adding that she had worked 
on the dress’ design for four years.

Kirk Lyons, one of her lawyers, said Duty waited several months to fi le the lawsuit 
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because much of the legal work is being done for free. The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans also promised to help pay for some of the legal expenses.

Duty says she was told not to wear the dress by school offi cials shortly before the 
prom, and was turned away outside the prom when she asked administrators if they 
would change their minds.
The lawsuit says that after the prom, school offi cials made students wearing 
Confederate symbols change or remove the items even though the symbols were not 
creating any disruption in the predominantly white high school.

Offi cials from the Russell Independent Board of Education and Superintendent Ronnie 
Back did not return phone calls seeking comment for this article.

Federal court opinions on the display of the Confederate fl ag on clothing at public 
schools have been mixed.

In 2002, the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned a case involving another 
Kentucky student.

In 1997, Timothy Castorina was suspended for wearing a T-shirt with a Confederate fl ag 
on it to Madison Central High School. He sued, but a federal judge ruled that T-shirts 
were not a form of free speech, and tossed out the case. However, the 6th Circuit 
overturned the decision and ordered a new trial.

The case was settled before the second trial began. As part of the settlement, Madison 
County revamped its dress-code policy.

The U.S. Supreme Court has not heard a case over whether a student can wear 
Confederate symbols to school.
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White House Approves Pass for Blogger

The New York Times
March 7, 2005
By Katharine Q. Seelye

Another signal moment for bloggers is to occur this morning, when Garrett M. Graff, 
who writes a blog about the news media in Washington, is to be ushered into the White 
House briefi ng room to attend the daily press “gaggle.” 

Mr. Graff, 23, may be the fi rst blogger in the short history of the medium to be granted 
a daily White House pass for the specifi c purpose of writing a blog, or Web log. A White 
House spokesman said yesterday that he believed Mr. Graff was the fi rst blogger to be 
given credentials.

He is being given a press pass as the editor of FishbowlDC (www.mediabistro.com/
fi shbowldc), a blog that is published by Mediabistro.com, which offers networking and 
services for journalists. 

Increasingly, bloggers are penetrating the preserves of the mainstream news media. 
They have secured seats on campaign planes, at political conventions and in 
presidential debates, and have become a driving force in news events themselves. 

Mr. Graff said he was inspired to try to seek access to the White House by the 
controversy over James D. Guckert, who used the alias Jeff Gannon. Mr. Guckert 
was granted daily passes to White House briefi ngs while writing for a Web site run 
by a Republican operative in Texas. The episode raised questions about who was a 
legitimate journalist and how access to the White House was granted. 

White House press offi cials and others said it was relatively easy to get a day pass, 
prompting Mr. Graff to test that premise. He set about trying to get one and chronicled 
his attempt on his blog.

He made 20 phone calls and got nowhere. Bigger blogs picked up on his saga, and 
traffi c on FishbowlDC increased tenfold, he said. But it was not until the traditional 
media joined in, Mr. Graff said, that the White House relented.
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“USA Today started making calls on Thursday. CNN mentioned it on ‘Inside Politics,’ 
and Ron Hutcheson, president of the White House Correspondents Association, raised 
the issue with the White House Press Offi ce,” he said. “I think a combination of all of 
that made the White House pay attention and decide to let me in.”

Scott McClellan, the White House press secretary, said he had met with the White 
House Correspondents Association and they had decided to let Mr. Graff in. “It is the 
press corps’ briefi ng room and if there are any new lines to be drawn, it should be done 
by their association,” he said.

Mr. Graff said he was surprised at the help he received from “real” reporters covering 
the White House, given what he described as the animosity between some bloggers 
and the mainstream news media.

Mr. Graff is something of a bridge between those two worlds. Although he is a blogger, 
he has old-media genes: his father, Christopher Graff, is the chief correspondent in 
Vermont for The Associated Press; and his grandfather, Bert McCord, was the drama 
critic for The New York Herald Tribune. 

Mr. Graff himself was executive editor of The Harvard Crimson. He said he became a 
blogger because “it’s the newest trend in journalism.”

In any case, Jay Rosen, a journalism professor at New York University and specialist in 
blogging, said Mr. Graff’s odyssey was signifi cant for two reasons. First, he showed that 
it was harder to get a pass than the White House said it was after the Guckert case.
Secondly, he said, Mr. Graff was expanding the defi nition of what constitutes the press, 
just as radio and television once pushed those boundaries.
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Apple Rumor Site to Shut Down in Settlement 

The New York Times 
www.nytimes.com
December 21, 2007
By Brad Stone

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple on Thursday put to 
rest the last of a series of lawsuits it brought in 
a losing and costly effort to put a stop to Web 
leaks about its product plans. 
The suits raised questions about whether 
independent Web publishers should be 
accorded the same legal protections as 
traditional journalists. They were aimed at the 
gaggle of Apple enthusiasts who have made 
both a sport and a business out of pre-empting 
Steven P. Jobs’s big product announcements.

Nicholas M. Ciarelli, who operated a Web site for Apple rumors called Think Secret, 
was sued by Apple for publishing trade secrets in January 2005. In a brief statement 
Thursday on his site, Mr. Ciarelli said that he had reached a settlement with Apple and 
that he would stop publishing Think Secret.

Mr. Ciarelli, a senior at Harvard, would not comment on whether Apple had given 
him money to persuade him to cease publishing. But he said he was pleased with the 
outcome of the negotiations.

“We’ve been able to reach a positive solution,” he said in a telephone interview.
Mr. Ciarelli fi led a countermotion against Apple in March 2005 under a California 
provision that makes litigants vulnerable to fi nancial damages if they sue over what is 
determined to be constitutionally protected speech. Mr. Ciarelli’s lawyer, Terry Gross, 
who represented him pro bono, said the motion could have resulted in a fi nancially 
damaging and embarrassing ruling against Apple, a risk that he said led to this week’s 
settlement.
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Mr. Ciarelli, a social studies major, also writes and edits for The Harvard Crimson, the 
student newspaper. He was a freshman when Apple sued him and the publishers of 
two other sites over leaks about unreleased products.

Apple lost the two other suits on appeal after a higher court ruled that the Web site 
operators were journalists and entitled to First Amendment protections. The court 
forced Apple to pay $700,000 in legal fees to the sites.

Mr. Ciarelli said his agreement with Apple constituted a clear statement about the 
rights of online journalists: “Speaking more broadly, I think online journalists can feel 
confi dent that they can assert their First Amendment rights, even when they run up 
against large corporations.” 

However, some free speech advocates warned that the site’s closing could be viewed as 
a partial victory for a large company that tried to squelch an independent voice.

“It’s great for the individual critic to be paid to be quiet, but the public is worse off if 
we lose the ability to get more information in the marketplace of ideas,” said Paul Alan 
Levy, a lawyer with the Public Citizen Litigation Group in Washington.

Despite Apple’s attempts to use the courts to silence the ecosystem of sites that try 
to ferret out information about its products before Mr. Jobs unveils them on stage, the 
Apple rumor mill has continued to thrive.

None of Mr. Ciarelli’s sources were revealed as part of the settlement, said Steve 
Dowling, an Apple spokesman. He called the settlement “amicable” but noted that the 
details of the agreement were confi dential.
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In the Newseum

Visit the First Amendment Gallery (Level 4)
Pick one of the fi ve freedoms (religion, speech, press, petition, assembly) to investigate in more 
depth. 

Freedom: 

Origins of this freedom: 

Pivotal case/issue related to this freedom: 

Do you agree with how it was decided? Why or why not? 

First Amendment and Students
Head to the Bart Simpson wall. Find a case here that relates to your chosen freedom.

Case:

Name                                                                                               Date 
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Do you think the student’s rights were violated? Explain why they were or were not.

Do you think the First Amendment should be applied differently for students or in 

schools? Why or why not?

Name                                                                                               Date 




