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			Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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            The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

            Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

        


	
	
		
	



				

			
		

	


	

		

	
		
			

			
		
	
						
		

			
	
	
			
	


	
    First Amendment Supreme Court Cases: 2023-2024 Term


    
    	Explore key First Amendment Supreme Court cases of the 2023-2024 term.
    










	
    Can Rap Lyrics Be Used as Evidence in Court? A First Amendment Analysis


    
    	When do rap lyrics go beyond protected free speech?
    










	
    Pink Slime Journalism: Separating Ethical News From Propaganda


    
    	What is pink slime journalism and how does it relate to the…
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    15 of the Most Famous Banned Books in US History


    
    	From government challenges to library restrictions, these are some of the most famous banned books in U.S. history.
    







	



	




	
		

	




	
			
	


	
    Horse Race Journalism: Finding Election Coverage Beyond the Polling Numbers


    
    	Much of election coverage is the latest polling, but there's more journalism to be had.
    







	



	




	
		

	







			
	
	
		
	    Upcoming Events

    
                
                Thursday, Jun 13 @ 6:00 pm

                2024 Free Expression Awards
            

                        
                Saturday, Jun 22

                Al Neuharth Free Spirit and Journalism Conference 2024
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	Subscribe for all
 
things 1A

Weekly updates, insights, events and more – straight to your inbox.
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    U.S. Journalist Evan Gershkovich Marks One Year of Imprisonment in Russia


    
    	Gershkovich remains in prison a year after he was arrested for doing his job.
    










	
    How to Write a Letter to the Editor: Examples, Tips and More


    
    	Put your press hat on and speak up about issues you care about.
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                Canceled Comedians: 15 Performers Who Have Been ‘Canceled’ (and Why)


                
                	Exploring comedy, free speech and "cancel culture."
                

                
                
    	            Read More
                

            

        

    










	
    
        
            
        	                            [image: A protester shouts down White Nationalist Richard Spencer during a speech at the University of Florida in Gainesville, Fla., Oct. 19, 2017.]
            
            
            

        

        
            
                Heckler’s Veto: Shouting Down Controversial Speakers


                
                	Can the government shut down a speaker out of fear of disruption?
                

                
                
    	            Read More
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                Banned Movies: 20+ Films That Were Censored or Restricted


                
                	When all films aren't created equal.
                

                
                
    	            Read More
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                Sunshine Week: Support Your Local Journalists


                
                	Your efforts are important in holding government accountable.
                

                
                
    	            Read More
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                What Is Christian Nationalism? The Complete Guide


                
                	Where God and country merge.
                

                
                
    	            Read More
                

            

        

    







	



	




	
		
	

	

			
	
	
		
		Apply to be an Al Neuharth Free Spirit Scholar.
	

	




	
		
	High school juniors receive a $1000 college scholarship and all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C.
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		Our Experts
	

	




	
		
	The Freedom Forum’s network of experts bring a wide range of backgrounds in law, education and civil society to their analysis and commentary on First Amendment issues.
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                    Kevin Goldberg

                    First Amendment Specialist
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                    David Hudson

                    Fellow for the First Amendment
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                    Richard Foltin

                    Fellow for Religious Freedom
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                    Asma Uddin

                    Fellow for Religious Liberty
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                    Benjamin P. Marcus

                    Fellow for Religious Freedom
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                    Lata Nott

                    Fellow for the First Amendment
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                    Charles Haynes

                    Senior Fellow for Religious Liberty
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                    Gene Policinski

                    Senior Fellow for the First Amendment
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    Free Speech on Social Media: The Complete Guide










	
    5 Protests That Highlight the Power of Love










	
    What Speech Is Protected by the First Amendment?










	
    What Is Separation of Church and State?
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		Prayers protected: What does the Supreme Court say about prayer in school?
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