fos Anaeles ©

LAMN_ 06-26-2009_A_1 Al WEST 1 K
TSet: 06-25-2009 23:05

75¢ DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER © 2009 96 PAGES WST

King of Pop 1s dead at 50

Michael Jackson is stricken on the eve of a comeback tour

'

OBITUARY

A major
talent, a
bizarre

persona

He dazzled the world
with his music, baffled
it with his behavior.

GEOFF BOUCHER
AND ELAINE WOO

ichael Jackson

was fascinated

by celebrity trag-

edy. He had a

statue of Mari-
Iyn Monroe in his home and
studied the sad Hollywood ex-
ile of Charlie Chaplin. He mar-
ried the daughter of Elvis Pres-
ley.

Jackson met his own un-
timely death Thursday at age
50, and more than any of those
past icons, he left a compli-
cated legacy. As a child star, he
was so talented he seemed lit
from within; as a middle-aged
man, he was viewed as some-
thing akin to a visiting alien
who, like Tinkerbell, would
cease to exist if the applause
ever stopped.

It was impossible in the
early 1980s to imagine the sur-
real final chapters of Jackson’s
life. In that decade, he became
the world’s most popular enter-
tainer thanks to a series of hit
records — “Beat It,” “Billie
Jean,” “Thriller” — and daz-
zling music videos. Perhaps the
best dancer of his generation,
he created his own iconogra-
phy: the single shiny glove, the
Moonwalk, the signature red
jacket and the Neverland
Ranch.

In recent years, he inspired
fascination for reasons that
had nothing to do with music.
Years of plastic surgery had
made his face a bizarre land-
scape. He was deeply in debt
and had lost his way as a mu-
sician. He had not toured since
1997 or released new songs
since 2001. Instead of music
videos, the images of Jackson
beamed around the world were

[See Persona, Page A12]

Mousavi
takes aim
at [ran’s
top leaders

BoORzOU DARAGAHI
REPORTING FROM TEHRAN

After days of relative quiet,
the candidate defeated in
Iran’s disputed presidential
election launched a broadside
Thursday against the nation’s
leadership, an indication that
the country’s political rift is far
from over.

In his statement, Mir-Hos-
sein Mousavi issued a rare at-
tack on supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, accusing him
of not acting in the interests of
the country, and said Iran had
suffered a dramatic change for
the worse.

Mousavi’s forceful remarks
appeared to show that the for-
mer prime minister is willing to
risk his standing as a pillar of
the Islamic Republic to take on
Iran’s powerful leadership. And
they seemed aimed at securing
his position at the head of a
broad movement seeking
change.

He also slammed state-con-
trolled broadcasters, which
have intensified a media blitz
against him and his supporters
with allegations that unrest

[See Iran, Page A28]
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Michael Jackson performs in Taipei, Taiwan, in 1996 during his “HIStory” tour. At the time of his death he was
in Los Angeles rehearsing for an upcoming series of 50 sold-out shows at London’s O2 Arena.

A performer who
tore down boundaries

Throughout his career,
transformation was the
great source of Jackson’s art.
And it was his biggest bur-
den. PAGE A15

FARRAH FAWCETT, 1947 -

He was the king
of style too

He understood the power of
costume on and off the stage,
and his idiosyncratic fashion
sense influenced a genera-
tion. PAGE A14
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Actress was a 19770s icon

The pinup beauty moved beyond
her ‘Charlie’s Angels’ image to
tougher roles and critical acclaim.

VALERIE J. NELSON

arrah Fawcett, who soared to fame as

a national sex symbol in the late 1970s

on television’s campy “Charlie’s An-

gels” and in a swimsuit poster that

showcased her feathery mane and
made her a generation’s favorite pinup, died
Thursday. She was 62.

Fawcett, whose celebrity overshadowed her
ability as a serious actress, was diagnosed with
a rare cancer in 2006. She died at St. John’s
Health Center in Santa Monica, said Paul
Bloch, her publicist.

Three months after she was declared
cancer-free in 2007, doctors at UCLA Medical
Center told her the cancer had returned and
spread to her liver, and she repeatedly sought
experimental treatment in Germany.

Actor Ryan O’Neal, her longtime compan-
ion, called her cancer fight “long and brave”
and said her family and friends took comfort in
“the knowledge that her life brought joy to so
many people around the world.”

Kate Jackson called her “Charlie’s Angels”
costar “an inspiration” who “showed immense
courage and grace throughout her illness.”

“When I think of Farrah, I will remember her
kindness, her cutting dry wit and, of course, her
beautiful smile,” Jackson said in a statement.

Another “Charlie’s Angels” costar, Jaclyn
Smith, said in a statement, “Farrah had cour-

DEFINING LOOK
Fawcett became a generation’s post-
er girl with one of the most enduring

images in American pop culture.

age, she had strength, and she had faith. And
now she has peace as she rests with the real an-
gels.”

As an actress, Fawcett was initially dis-
missed for her role as Jill Munroe in “Charlie’s
Angels,” one of the “jiggle” series on ABC-TV in
the late 1970s. [See Fawcett, Page A30]

Fans, paparazzi flock
to hospital, homes

They block streets and blast
the superstar’s music

as they wait for news or a
glimpse of his famous family.
PAGE A14

mes

latimes.com

HARRIET RYAN, CHRIS LEE,
ANDREW BLANKSTEIN
AND ScoTT GOLD

Michael Jackson, an incom-
parable figure in music, dance
and culture whose ever-chang-
ing face graced the covers of al-
bums that sold more than half
a billion copies, died Thursday,
shortly after going into cardiac
arrest at his rented Holmby
Hills mansion. He was 50. He
spent much of his life as one of
the most famous people on the
planet, and to many, his un-
timely death felt both unthink-
able and, oddly, inevitable.

Paramedics found Jackson
in cardiac arrest when they ar-
rived at his home shortly before
12:30 p.m., three minutes and 17
seconds after receiving a 911
call. His personal physician
was already in the house per-
forming CPR. Jackson was not
breathing, and it appears he
never regained consciousness.
Paramedics treated Jackson at
the house for 42 minutes, and
he was declared dead at 2:26
p.m. at UCLA Medical Center,
about two miles from his home
above Sunset Boulevard.

“I got to kiss him and tell
him goodbye,” said Frank
DiLeo, Jackson’s manager and
friend of 30 years, who was at
the hospital. “I lost a very dear
friend, someone who I ad-
mired, someone who was the
greatest talent I ever met or
worked with.”

Los Angeles police said de-
tectives would launch a thor-
ough investigation of the
death. They cautioned, howev-
er, that they did not believe
Jackson was the victim of foul
play and that the investigation
was standard after the death of
a person with his level of fame.
Authorities said they would ex-
amine whether Jackson had
been taking medications that
contributed to his death; an au-
topsy is expected to be per-
formed today.

Jackson’s death was con-
firmed outside the hospital by
his brother Jermaine, who once
performed alongside Michael
as amember of the Jackson 5, a
family act that began in the
steel mill town of Gary, Ind., be-
fore making it big in the music
industry.

Jackson — who most fa-
mously lived in Santa Barbara
County at his Neverland
Ranch, named for the island
where Peter Pan and the Lost
Boys were in no danger of grow-
ing up — had taken up resi-
dence in a seven-bedroom es-
tate in Holmby Hills, which he
was renting for $100,000 a

[See Jackson, Page Al1]

High court draws line
on school strip-search

The questioning of an
eighth-grade girl went
too far, justices say.

DAvVID G. SAVAGE
REPORTING FROM WASHINGTON

After two decades of giving
school officials wide leeway to
search students for drugs or
weapons, the Supreme Court
set a legal limit on Thursday,
ruling out of bounds the strip-
search of a 13-year-old girl who
was suspected of hiding pain
relief pills.

In an 8-1 decision, the court
called this search degrading,
unreasonable and unconstitu-
tional.

Justice David H. Souter, in
what could be his final opinion
before his retirement, said a
strip-search is “categorically

distinct” from other efforts to
find drugs or weapons on cam-
pus because it is embarrassing
and humiliating to the children
who are targeted.

In the past, the court has
said school officials can search
purses, backpacks or lockers if
they have reason to believe a
student has drugs. And twice,
justices have upheld manda-
tory drug testing of high
schoolers, including athletes,
even when there was no reason
to think any of them was using
drugs.

But requiring a student to
remove her clothes goes too far,
Souter said. He suggested such
a search would be justified only
if a school official had strong
reason to believe a student was
hiding a dangerous drug or a
weapon in his or her under-
wear.

Savana Redding, now 19,

[See Court, Page AR4]
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