
‘We face a deficit of trust’
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‘Jobs must be our
No. 1 focus, and
that is why I am

calling for a new jobs bill.’
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the people is a
Washington where
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‘I take my share of
the blame for not
explaining it more

clearly to the American people.’
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WASHINGTON — President Obama
pledged Wednesday to refocus his
ambitious agenda on the nation’s
struggling economy, vowing in his
first State of the Union Address to
make job creation his immediate goal
and deficit reduction his holy grail.

Chastened by a series of political
and policy setbacks, the nation’s 44th
president acknowledged missteps
during his first year in office. He did
not retreat from his efforts to revamp
the nation’s health care system, but
he acknowledged frustration with the
results so far.

“I campaigned on the promise of
change — ‘Change we can believe in,’
the slogan went,” he said. “Right now,
I know there are many Americans
who aren’t sure if they still believe we
can change — or that I can deliver it.”

To reassure them, the president
outlined modest plans: reducing busi-
ness taxes, rebuilding roads and rail
lines, retrofitting homes. He offered to
work with Republicans, even meet
with them monthly, in search of com-
mon ground.

“Rather than fight the same tired
battles that have dominated Washing-
ton for decades, it’s time to try some-
thing new,” Obama said. “Let’s try
common sense.”

The speech represented an effort to
recast his presidency as Democrats
who control Congress face a tough
midterm election in November. Al-
ready the party has lost governors’
races in Virginia and New Jersey and a
Senate race in Massachusetts that
wiped out its 60-vote supermajority.

Virginia’s victor, Gov. Bob McDon-
nell, responded to Obama by criticiz-
ing Washington for “simply trying to
do too much” and decrying “the ex-
cessive growth of government.”

Obama’s speech combined soaring
rhetoric with down-to-earth policies
that he said Democrats and Repub-
licans should agree on, such as in-

centives for companies to expand and
community banks to extend credit.

Casting himself as a populist, he
chastised Wall Street for excessive
pay and Washington for outsized in-
fluence by special interests. As Su-
preme Court Justice Samuel Alito
scowled, Obama challenged Congress
to reverse a high court ruling that
opened the spigot for more corporate
and union spending on elections.

“We face more than a deficit of dol-
lars right now,” Obama said. “We face
a deficit of trust — deep and corrosive
doubts about how Washington works

that have been growing for years.”
The president devoted much of his

attention to the nation’s deficit of dol-
lars: an estimated $1.35 trillion this
year and a $12.3 trillion national debt.
He called for a three-year freeze on
most domestic spending, a require-
ment that Congress pay for tax cuts or

benefit increases, and a bipartisan
task force to tackle the broader deficit.

While he did not give up on re-
vamping the health care system or re-
versing global warming, those twin
goals received less attention. Sweep-
ing health care legislation was dealt a
big blow by the upset victory in Mas-
sachusetts of Republican Scott Brown,
who said he would be the 41st vote
against the plan.

“I am not naïve,” Obama said. “I
never thought the mere fact of my
election would usher in peace, har-
mony, and some post-partisan era.”

By H. Darr Beiser, USA TODAY

Entering House chamber: President Obama acknowledged missteps in first year, called for “common sense” approach.

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple CEO
Steve Jobs on Wednesday un-
veiled the company’s latest cre-
ation: the iPad, a state-of-the-art
tablet computer that all but chal-
lenges traditional print and media
companies to create content for it.

The device, which will be available in
March, becomes the leading example of a new
generation of portable entertainment centers.

With a 9.7-inch, high-resolution screen, the
half-inch-thick device gives book, newspaper
and magazine publishers — as well as movie

and TV producers — a chance to show they
have a future in the digital age. The iPad,
which uses the same operating system as Ap-

ple’s popular iPhone, promises to
show off news and entertainment
as well as, and maybe better than,
print media and many TV sets.

It’s a “truly magical and revolu-
tionary product,” Jobs said at a
media event that finally con-
firmed weeks of speculation
about Apple’s new tablet.

Sales hype aside, it’s fair to ask:
If traditional media can’t make it
on devices such as the iPad, can
they make it anywhere?

“What I’ve seen (of the iPad) does create a
new space” for media, says Ned May, a lead
analyst at the research firm Outsell. “There’s
an opportunity here, but they need to come
up with more compelling experiences.”

Is Apple’s ‘magical’ iPad a game changer?
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A “new space” for media: A guest at Apple’s unveiling in
San Francisco tries an iPad. The devices go on sale in March.
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